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Jazz Arranging 
Spring Semester 2016 Tues. & Thur 5:45-7:00pm 
Professor, Rob Tapper      Room 103 
 Office 013     406-243-6880       robert.tapper@umontan.edu 
 
School of Music  
University of Montana 
Objective:  
The purpose of this class is to learn fundamental arranging techniques. Skills 
covered in this class will include developing introductions, endings, studying 
form, creating bass lines, utilizing solid piano & guitar voicings as well as 
learning drum set nomenclature. Final project will be an arrangement of a 
piece for traditional big band instrumentation. 
 
Text Requirement: 
Jazz Arranging Techniques: Gary Lindsay (Staff Art Publishing) 
Staff Notebook (for notes, etc.) 
 
General Requirements: 
In order to gain as much information as possible from this class, attendance is 
mandatory. As with any class or ensemble, if you know of an absence in 
advance, directors and teachers need to be notified.  There will be numerous 
assignments and quizzes to check on information retention daily. In order to 
receive credit, communication of absence 24 hours in advance is required.  
 
Finale/Sibelius: 
All arrangements must be on either Finale or Sibelius. If you are not familiar 
with these programs you should use the assignments as practice! 
 
Understand that we are all in this for the sole reason of learning more about 
music and arranging AND becoming a better educator.  IF YOU HAVE 
QUESTIONS, PLEASE ASK!! 
 
Grading: 
 30% - Attendance (1 point/class including lessons) 
5% - Chord Sheet  
 5% - Assignment #1 (page 8) & Assignment # 2 (page 12) 
 5% - Transcription Assignment 
 5%  - Assignment - Bass Line construction 
 5%  - Chord Symbol Take Home Quiz 
5%  - Drum Set Part 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5%  - Assignment – Intros & Endings 
5%  - Assignment #5 – Rhythm Section Scoring 
5%  - Assignment #6 – Transposition 
25% - FINAL PROJECT – BIG BAND ARRANGEMENT 
Jazz Arranging Schedule 
 
Day  Date  Material Covered  Assignment    
Mon.  Feb. 1  GET GOING 
 
Wed.  Feb. 3  Chapter 1 & 2  Assignment – Chap. 1 
Elements of Arranging Assignment #1- page 8 
    Rhythm Notation  Write out Maj7, X7 & min7 
Writing swing rhythms 
 
Fri.   Feb. 5  Review Chapter 1 & 2 Info 
 
Mon.   Feb. 8  Chapter 1 & 2 
Chord Symbols    
Elements of Arranging (Circle of 4ths (all keys)) 
Pass out lead sheet  Assignment #2 – page 12 
    All The Things You Are Transcription - ATTYA 
    Listening – A Train (Sebesky, Nestico, Holman)  
    Melodic Cells 
 
Wed.  Feb. 10 Chapter 3   Write out Piano Part 
Notation - Piano, Guitar, Bass 
 
Mon.   Feb. 15 NO CLASS – PRESIDENT’S DAY 
 
Wed.  Feb. 17 Listening – Another You 
Creating Bass Lines 
Piano – Guide Tones and 3 note voicings 
Chord Tone Heirarchy 
 
Mon.  Feb. 22 Bags Groove (Easy Book) PLUS – A Bass line; Blues in F 
    BAGS GROOVE - 3 HORNS ARRANGEMENT 
    (BAND FESTIVAL – PLEASE THINK AHEAD) 
 
Wed.  Feb. 24 3-note & 4-note Voicings ARR. PROJECT TUNE 
        Harmonic Analysis 
    AUTUMN LEAVES – 3 HORN ARRANGEMENT 
 
Mon.    Feb. 29 WRITING FOR DRUM SET Write 16 bar Drum set part 
(Demo Part I)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wed.   Mar. 2  Chapter 4   Chord Symbols Take Home 
    Chord Symbols & heirarchy Quiz 
       
Mon.   Mar. 7  Chord Tone Use and Subs – ARR. TUNE APPROVAL 
R/5, 3/7, 9/11/13, Alt.  
Day  Date  Material Covered  Assignment    
Wed.    Mar. 9  Intros and Endings  Bring in 3 examples of  
    Tag, Short, Ellington, Basie Intros & Endings 
    Railroad tracks, Fermata 
 
Mon.   Mar. 14 Basic Harmonization V/V, Diatonicization/ Substitutions 
 
Wed.   Mar. 16 NO CLASS – JAZZ FESTIVAL  
 
Mon.    Mar. 21 Score and Parts Layout Assignment #5 - Rhythm 
     Rhythm Section Scoring Section Score 
    Shortcuts 
    APRIL LESSONS SCHEDULED 
 
Wed.   Mar. 23 Trombone Writing  Transposition Assignment 
    Trumpet Writing  Transposition Assignment 
 
Mon.  Mar. 28 Saxophone Writing  Transposition Assignment 
    Big Band Arranging Sketches PROJECT SKETCH 
 
Wed.   Mar. 30 LESSONS MUST BE SCHEDULED BY NOW! 
 
APRIL 
Private Lessons - 30 minutes per week for private big band arranging lesson 
 
Mon.   Apr. 11 Harmonization/Arrangement Questions 
 
Wed.   Apr. 13 Rhythm Section/Arrangement Questions  
 
Mon.    Apr. 18 Shout Chorus/Arrangement Questions 
 
Wed.   Apr. 20 Rehearsal Suggestions/Arrangement Questions 
 
Mon.  Apr. 25 Final Edits/Arrangement Questions 
 
Wed.   Apr. 27 Guest Artist TBA 
 
TUESDAY- WEDNESDAY   APRIL 26 & 27 JAZZ ARRANGER’S RESIDENCY– Time and 
location TBA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Specific Input Regarding Basic Arranging Projects 
   
Harmonic Analysis  
This will include: 
 What chords are outlined (use Roman numerals or symbols) 
 Each instrument and what part of the chord they fulfill 
• A color-coordinated system for each chord tone (Root, 3rd, 5th, 7th, 9th, 11th, 
13th, etc.) 
 
Piano Comping Project  
Demonstrate piano ‘comping’ skills playing a Bb Blues in all three of the following 
ways in time: 
• Roots in left hand, melody in right hand 
• Roots in left hand, 3rds and 7ths in right hand 
• 3rds and 7ths in left hand, melody in right hand 
